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Black widow spider 
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behavior helps keep down the 
black widow population, espe-
cially in times of low food supply,  
Black widows can live up to three 
'ears and produce a total of nine 

egg sacs, each containing 25 to 

black widows can be found in any 
relatively unused, dim corner of 
the household. One might well be 
in your house right now. Fortu-
nately, the odds are great that 
your paths will never cross. 
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usually deadly, are unpleasant. At 
first there may be only a slight 
pinprick of pain at the puncture. 
Within 50 to 60 minutes, severe 
pain can develop at the bite and 
spread through the body. Pain, 



cr;lnlping, and rigidity may appear 
in the shoulders, back, chest or 
abdomen. Blood pressure is 	• 
elevated, and pupils dilate. A few 
reports specify that the victim 
"writhes in agony." Dizziness, 
nausea, difficulty in breathing, 
and vomiting occur. The stomach 
muscles in particular become 
rigid. Since these symptoms 
resemble an acute abdominal 
emergency, the black widow has 

been the cause of a number of 
gratuitous appendectomies. This 
may be why first-aid books urge 
people to identify the spider "and 
bring it in, if you can." 

Immediate first aid for a black 
widow bite involves getting the 
victim to a hospital or physician. 
Watch for shock and maintain 
basic life support. Something cold 
can be applied to the bite. Since 
the venom immediately attacks  

the nervous system, techniques 
such as those used for snakebite 
are useless and even harmful. 
Anti-venom medicine is available 
for those who are not allergic to 
horse serum, and in a healthy 
adult, pain from the bite usually 
disappears in two to four days. 
Complete recovery may require 
several weeks. 
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